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Deurp Lane Theatre. 


NeEvER were we more gratified than last night, by the production 
of a new Tragedy, entitled Caius Gracchus, from the pen of Mr. 
Ksowxss, author of the highly popular Tragedy of Pirginius. The 
story of the Gracchi is familiar to all. Well remembered must be 
the noble matron, Cornelia, who reared her sons Tiberius and Caius, 
to worship a glory that might be useful to their country, and agreea- 
ble,in the eyes of the “ gods.’’ Tiberius first, and then Caius, fell 
beneath the vengeanee of the opposed Patricians. Mr. Know rs 
has felt the spirit that distinguished these patriots, and has given in 
the details of Caius’ fate, a vivid and beautiful delineation of the 
noble Roman’s domestic and public life. Here is Cornelia towering 
above the common dangers of her son’s career, yet secretly feeling 
a mother’s pangs. Here is the wife of Caius, the fair Licinia, happy 
whilst her husband lived retired, but who, on his being called into 
public strife by the persecution of his kinsman, Vettins, yields her- 
self to terror at the anticipation of a result, fatal as that which 
befel his brother. The incidents in the history of Cains Gracchus, 
are almost too slender for the purposes of the’Dranta ; yet has Mr. 
Know es contrived with much art te produce a continued interest, 
derived from the unfolding of the characters he has introduced. 
The language is nervous and close ; rarely diverging into metaphor ; 
but when it does, we areled to admire its aptness and simplicity. 
The Plot of the Piece stands thus : 


It opens with the suceessful pleadings of Caius Gracchus 
in behalf of Vettius, who is aceused of treason by Opimius. The 
senators, fearful of the influence of Gracchus over the passions of 
the people, and aware of his desire of avenging the death of his 
brother Tiberius, appoint him to the situation of Questor (under 
Opimius) in a distant province. Gracchus returns at. the expiration 
of his duty, is accused by Opimius of disobedience, is tried, and 
in spite of the opposition. of the senators, is elected tribune. His 
influence and power are.now exerted to advance the interests of the 
people, in opposition te the encroachments, of the patricians: but 
these last, through the ageney of his colleague, Drusus, fora short 
time injure his popularity. ‘The insults and injuries of the senators 
(headed by Gpimius, who is now Consul) rouse his pas ions +e the 











THEATRICAL OBSERVER. 





highest pitch, and, incited by the wilder fury of his friends and 
partisans, he assumes the attitude of defiance. The accidental mur- 
der Of a lictor by one of his followers, brings the disturbances to a 
crisis, and a battle ensues. Caius is worsted, nearly all his ftiends 
destroyed: he rushes to the temple of Diana, where his mother, 
wife; aud child, had previously fled for protection ; and after taking 
a solemn farewell, he secretly stabs himself te the heart. With this 
last circumstauce the Tragedy ends. 

_In respect to the acting, we must first mention that of Mr. Mac- 
reaDY, in Caius, as one of the finest specimens of this eminent per- 
forier’s Style evcr beheld, his Virginius not excepted. If we had 
space, we might dwell.on the many points in” Which he carricd the 
feelings of the audience enthusiastically along with him. His look, 
gesture, tone, accorded with evéry sentiment of liberty he breathed 
forth. Bis heart was in the cause, and he eartied every other heart 
by acclamation. Mrs, Bunx looked and ably-acted the noble Cor- 
nelig,. Sirs. W. Wesr rendered the fearful Licinia highly interesting, 
particularly in the last scene, and Mr. Arncuzr was very successful 
in. the character of Opimius the foe of Gracehus. . At the close, the 
cheering was general, and particularly when Mr. Macreapy appear- 
ed to announce the repetition ef the Tragedy, 





Prologue to Caius Gracchus.—Spoken by Mr. Terry. 
Where is the man, who, as his thoughts survey 
The days of Roman grandeur pass’d away— 

Whose memory loves in reverence to dwell, 
O’er minds that held the world within their spell,— 
Calls up the mighty shadows from the tomb, 
Whose names give immortality to Rome,— 
But feels his mind in yirtue’s scale ascend, 
improv'd as patriot, husband, father, friend? 

Sound but the name of everlasting Rome, 
What glorious visions o’er the fancy come ! 
At their high deeds to gain a deathless name, 
"Phe dullest heart will wake, and pant for fame ; 
Their sacrifice of self, in virtue’s cause, 
From sternest eyes the tear of manhood draws ; 
And Rome has formed, in many ap after age, 
The Hero, Poet, Orator, and Sage. 

O’er ancient, Rome, the Muse once more this night 
Plumes her wild pinions for a dariag flight, 
Depicts the sclf-devotion—noble strife— 
By which her sons maintain’d their country’s life ; 
And shews how beautiful the holy zeal 
‘that hearts which beat for freedom only feel. 
The Bard, who drew. with such success, of late, 
Virginius waddesing o’er a daughter’s fate, 
To soothe his terrors, here has bid me come— 
The delegate of Gracchus and of Rome: 
That if, with hands made feebie by his fear, 
He strike the chords that freemen love to hear— 
ifumbly to ask, what modern bard may hope 
With strength commensurate with such theme to cope? 
Then o’er his efforts let no coldness lour, 
But, witl your kindness, help his. want. of power. 








ni 


si 


Pr} 








XUM 


Cheatre Ropal. Covent Garden, 


Cortez, and Husbands and Wives were numerously attended last 
night. Mr, Sinciam appears this evening, for the first time, these 
six years. 








This Evening, the Opera of 


THE CABINET. 


Prince Orlando, Mr SINCLAIR, 
Who will introduce 4n ATR, by Rosint, and 
A NEW SONG, composed by Himself ; 
Count Curvoso, Mr BARTLEY, 
Marquis de Grand Chateau, Mr BLANCHARD, 
Lorenzo, Mr PYNE, 
Whimsicu!o, Mr LARKIN, Minikin, Mr KEELEY, 
Peter, Mr FAWCETT, 

Falconer, Mr HENRY, Baptista. Mr LOUIS, 
Leandro, Mr NORRIS, ‘Pietro, Mr LEY, 
Constantia, Miss HAMMERSLEY, 
Doralice, Mrs PEARCE, Credulia, Mrs VINING, 
Bianca, Mrs DAVENPORT, 

Leonora. Miss BEAUMONT, Curiosa, Mrs GIBBS, 
Floretta, Miss PATON, 


(Her First Appearance in that Character ) 


After which, the Farce of 


Cent per Cent. 


Mr Pennyfarthing, Mr W, FARREN, Starch, Mr JONES, 
Capt Dashmore, Mr ABBOTT, Charles Hopeful, Mr BAKER, 
Col. Tumbrill, Mr BLANCHARD, Dibbs, Mr MEADOWS, 

Dr. O Rafferty, Mr CONNOR, Slug, My MASON, Lagley, Mr LEY 
Sheers, Mr BARNES, Servants, Messrs Henry, Horrehow, &c 
Masks, Mess. Atkins, Parsloe, & Heath, Duns, Mess, Evans, Ryals, 
Bailifis, Messrs. Norris, Austin, Claremont, & George, 

Miss Deborah Tumbrill, Mrs PEARCE, 

Mrs Pennyfarthing, Mrs VINING, Emily Peanyfarthing, Miss Henry 
Charlotte Tumbrill, Miss BE A-U M ON T, 
'Fo-morrow, Cortez, with The Miller’s Maid. 
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| This Evéning, 2nd time) a New Tragedy, called 


! Caius Gracel 
| Caius Gracchus. 
Flaminins, Mr 'THOMBSON, Opimius, Mr ARCHER, 
Fannius, Mr POWELL, ‘Tuditanus, Mr WEBSTER, 
Caius Gracthus, Mr MACREADY,  ~—_ 
Drugys, MrPOPE, Licinius, Mr PENLEY, Pomponius, Mr MPRCER 
Wattles, Mr YOUNGE, Fulvius Flaceus;,.Mr YARNOLD, 
Titus, Mr FERRY, Probus; Mr W.H. WILLIAMS, 
_ Marcus, Me GATTIL, . Sextus, Mr FFEZWILLIAM, 
Quintus, Mr HUGHES, Lictor, Mr HOWELL. Lucius, Miss CARR, 
Cornelia, (Mother of ‘Caius Gracchus) Mrs. BUNN, 
Licinia,, (Wife terGracchus) Mrs W. WEST, 
Livia, Miss SMITHSON. 





After which, (21st time) a Grand Drama called The 


Cataract of the Ganges. 


Ackbar, (Emperor of Hindustan) Mr POWELL, 

Jom Sahib, (Phe Rajah of Guzerat) Mr. YOUNGE, 
MoKatra, (Grand Brahmin of the Jahrejah Tribe) Mr WALL ACK 
Iran, (a young Hindu Warrior,) Mr PENLEY, 
Mokagee, (@ Hindu Peasant) Mr J. BARNES, 
Ambassador, (from the Emperor mi cy’ans| Mr WEBSTER, 
Mordaunt, (an Offcer in the English Army,) Mr ARCHER, 
Jack Robinson, (Mordaunt’s Servant,) Mr HARLEY, 


Combatants by Messrs. BLANCHARD, PAULO, & HOWELL, 


Dessa, ( Daughter of the Emperor of Hindustan) Miss PHILLIPS 
Zamine, (of Guzerat,)Miss L. KELLY, 
Matali, (a female Hindu Peasant of the Jhalla,) Mrs HARLOWE, 
Ubra, (her Daughter) Miss POVEY, 


ACh ad cene 1. Field of Battle, (by Moonlight) after the Conflict—Stanfield 

2:° “Cottage, with distant View of the Country of Guzerat—Stanfield. 

8. Hafl of Andience in the Rajal’s Palace—Marinari. 4, Lake, and Moun- 
tlnods Setnery, with the Burning of Robinson's Hut, and the distant Beacon 
of the Rajak—-Roberts. 5, Hindu Terrace and Gardens—Roberts. 6. Grand 
Hindu Temple, in which will be introduced a Splendid Bridal Procession. 


ACT 2.~Scene I. The Shores of Guzerat, in the Gnlph of Cambay—Stanjield 
2. Hindw Terrace and Gardens, (as before)~Roberts. 3. Exterior of the 
Pagoda of Brahma in Jaggernant—Mariniri, 4. Sanctuary of the Idol 

Marinari. 5. Encampment of the Mahrattas—Roberts. 6. The 

ile of Sacrifce qn the Ganges—Stanfield and Andrews 7. and 8, Con 

flagr ation of the Wood, discovering the last Scene, of the Cataract—Stanjield 
Andrews, aud Holloghan. 





To-morrow, a Play, with the Cataract. 








